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This is a mini edition of The Photography Book, containing every sort of photography, from pictures

of famous events such as the Royal Wedding and the first landing on the moon, to familiar shots by

the masters of photography such as Bill Brandt and Henri Cartier-Bresson.
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Before considering this book, let me note that like many photography books this one contains a fair

number of nude images of men and women that will offend some. If bare flesh is not something you

want to see in your books, avoid this one.Grading this book was difficult. The photographs were well

chosen to be interesting and rewarding, were reproduced faithfully, and worked well as images on

facing pages. The page sizes are generous to allow more room for reproduction. Many of them are

photographs that almost anyone would want to have. Almost anyone would agree that the

photographs and design of the book deserve five stars.The accompanying texts, however, were not

up to the standard of the photographs in most cases. I graded these texts on average at three stars.

Averaging the two scores was how I arrived at four stars.The book's concept is to take 500 of the

best photographers ever, and show one image of each in alphabetical order. Although this sounds

strange, it actually works quite well. Most of the images are in black and white, but some are in

color. As a result, you get a full dimensionalizing of what photography can do and mean to the

photographer and viewer.Among the famous scenes in the book are Eddie Adams' Street Execution

of a Vietcong Prisoner (1968), Neil Armstrong's Buzz Aldrin on the Moon (1969), Matthew Brady's



General William Tecumseh Sherman (1865), Robert Capa's Death of a Loyalist Soldier (1936),

Harold Edgerton's Milk Drop Coronet (1957), Alfred Eisenstaedt's V-J Day in Times Square (1945),

Robert Jackson's The Murder of Lee Harvey Oswald (1963), Yousuf Karsh's Winston Churchill

(1941), Joe Rosenthal's Iwo Jima (1945), Sam Shere's The Hindenburg Disaster (1937), and Nick

Ut's Children Fleeing an American Napalm Strike (1972).
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